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NEWS 
Library Update: 


Hours Pilot Extension, Leadership Changes, and Service Suspensions 


The Library’s Hours Pilot Program, originally set to conclude this year, has 
been extended through March 31, 2025. While this decision was made to Modified Library 


further assess community needs and operational challenges, we understand Hours Pilot 
that this extension may not be ideal for many of our visitors. The ongoing ad- through 3/31/2025 
justments to our hours may impact access for some of our visitors, particularly MONDAY 
those who rely on the Library being open for evenings and Sunday hours. We j6am - 6pm 
encourage your continued feedback as we evaluate the best ways to meet the 
diverse needs of our community while balancing staff availability and resource lanra 
management. 

WEDNESDAY 
In addition to the extension, we are also undergoing a leadership transition 10am - 6pm 
with the departure of our former Library Director, Renee Grassi, on September THURSDAY 
20, 2024. We want to express our sincere gratitude for her leadership and 10am - 8pm 
dedication to the Library, especially during this time of growth and change. FRIDAY 
Renee’s commitment to both the staff and the Library has made a lasting 19am - 5pm 


impact, and her efforts have laid a strong foundation for our future endeav- 
ors. As we begin the search for a new permanent director, we are pleased to 
announce that David Seleb will serve as our Interim Library Director. David 
brings significant experience to the role and will help guide us through this SUNDAY 
transition period. lesen 


SATURDAY 
10am - 5pm 


As part of these ongoing changes, we have opted to temporarily suspend certain 

services, including passport, notary, voter registration, and curbside pickup. This was a difficult deci- 
sion, as we have offered many of these services for years, and we know this will directly impact many 
people in the community. Our management team will continue to evaluate staff capacity so that we can 
sustainably reinstate as many of our services as possible. 


We recognize that these changes may disrupt the level of service you have come to expect from the 
Library, and we are committed to minimizing the impact. Please visit the resources section of our web- 
site for other organizations that can provide these services, including passport acceptance facilities. 
We appreciate your patience and support during this time and encourage you to reach out with any 
concerns or questions. Your feedback is invaluable as we work to build back our services to meet the 
needs of the community. 


For further updates, please visit our website at LakeBluffLibrary.org or contact 
Interim Library Director, David Seleb, at interimdirector@Lakeblufflibrary.org. 


WELCOME NEW LIBRARY STAFF 


Next time you’re in the Library, say hello to our newest staff members: 


e David Seleb, Interim Library Director e Remy Brown, Library Associate 


e Anthony Garriga, Technology Manager e Danny Samelson, Library Associate 
e Julie Jurgens, Youth Services Librarian 


Illinois Libraries Present R V 

The Magic of Raina Telgemeier | 12/19 at 7pm | All Ages 
Raina Telgemeier is the author and illustrator of the graphic novels 
Smile, Drama, Sisters, Ghosts, and Guts, all #1 New York Times 
bestsellers. She also adapted and illustrated four graphic novel 
versions of Ann M. Martin’s Baby-Sitters Club series and has con- 
tributed short stories to many anthologies. 


Experience Little Women: The Musical (2022) 

Available 12/20 (starting at 2pm) through 12/22 | All Ages 
Enjoy this Broadway HD, pre-recorded, virtual showing of Louisa 
May Alcott’s classic story of four sisters growing up in 19th-cen- 
tury Massachusetts. This Broadway musical premiered in London 
in this acclaimed production at Park Theatre in 2022. The musical 
can be viewed Friday, December 29, through Sunday, December 
22. Registrants will receive an email with a special link to the per- 
formance. 


Chicago Pizza - Past, Present & Future with Steve Dolinsky 
1/9 at 7pm | Adult 

Illinois Libraries Present Steve Dolinsky, a well-known “Food Guy” 
reporter at NBC 5 (Chicago) and a James Beard Award winner for 
his work in TV, radio, and podcasts. Steve is the host of The Feed 
Podcast with Chicago chef and restaurateur Rick Bayless, as well 
as Pizza City. He is the author of two books about pizza and the 
creator of Pizza City Fest, held in four cities. 


Additional Information to be Announced: 
Love and Laughs with Michelle Buteau | 1/23 at 7pm | Adult 
An Evening with James McBride | 2/4 at 7pm | Adult 
Slowing Down with Amy Tan | 2/19 at 7pm | Adult 


These events are made possible by Illinois Libraries Present (ILP), 
a statewide collaboration among public libraries offering premier 
events. ILP is funded in part by a grant awarded by the Illinois State 
Library, a department of the Office of Secretary of State, using funds 
provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services, under 
the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA). 


COMMUNITY 


Spotlight Resource: 


LinkedIn Learning 

Lake Bluff Public Library provides 
free access to LinkedIn Learning 
for all cardholders. Their suite 
of online courses teaches ev- 
erything from Photoshop and 
Excel, to public speaking and 
project management. There is 
something to learn for everyone, 
whether you are applying to jobs 
or looking to learn new skills for 
an established career. 


Business Topics: 

e Career Development 

e Customer Service 

e Finance and Accounting 

e Leadership and Management 
e Marketing 


Technology/Creative Topics: 
e Cybersecurity 

e Graphic Design 

e Software Development 

e Video Editing 

e Web Design 


Ready to get started? 
Get your Lake Bluff Library card 
number and visit the Research 
and Homework Help at 
LakeBluffLibrary.org/Research. 


Linked f Learning 


A message from the Friends of Lake Bluff Library 


Do you love Lake Bluff Library? Consider supporting the Friends of Lake Bluff 
Library, a local non-profit volunteer organization that raises funds to support 
the Library. Look through this issue for all the amazing programming 


they have sponsored this quarter. For more information, 


visit LakeBluffLibrary.org/Friends. 


R = Registration Required 


V = Virtual 


All programs are in person at the Library unless otherwise stated. 


ADULTS 


Afternoon Book Club 
12/10, 1/21, 2/18 at 2:30pm 
Join Carol at the Library for an 
insightful monthly book discus- 
sion series: 

December 

From Dust to Stardust 

by Kathleen Rooney 

January 

James by Percival Everett 

February 

Women in White Coats 

by Olivia Campbell 


Wild West Africa 

12/5 at 6:30pm R V 

Having traveled to over 50 coun- 
tries, Brian Michalski now nav- 
igates his most challenging re- 
gion to date. Through stunning 
original photos, he shares fas- 
cinating firsthand experienc- 
es in Mauritania, Senegal, The 
Gambia, and Sierra Leone. While 
addressing the significant chal- 
lenges these populations face, 
we will also explore the region’s 
highlights, including breathtak- 
ing natural beauty, accessible 
wildlife, and genuine hospitality. 


All Ages 


Croft Supply Swap 


Drop Off 2/1 from 10am - 3pm 
Pick Up 2/8 from 19am - 3pm 


Identity Theft Workshop 

1/30 at 6:30pm R V 

Learn about the many ways 
thieves can steal your financial 
and confidential information and 
what you can do to keep it out of 
their hands. The Illinois Comp- 
troller’s Office will guide you on 
how to identify potential scams 
and frauds, protect and prepare 
yourself against ID theft, and ad- 
dress concerns if you have been 
a victim. 


Needle Felting Cats 

2/11 at 4pm | Ages 8+ R 

Learn to needle felt a cute kit- 
ty with Natasha Lehrer Lewis. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Lake Bluff Library. 


Alice’s Ordinary People 

2/26 at 6pm R 

Alice’s Ordinary People is a 
documentary about Alice Tre- 
gay, an unsung heroine of the 
Civil Rights Movement. Her sto- 
ry takes us from the marches of 
Dr. King through the election of 
Barack Obama. Join us to watch 
the film and for a discussion with 
filmmaker Craig Dudnick. 


2 


Our craft supply swap is back! Drop off your unused craft 
supplies in the Spruth Room at the Library from 10am - 3pm 


on Saturday 2/1. Then, come back on Saturday 2/8 to choose 
some free supplies to take home. 


mp r 


R = Registration Required 


V = Virtual 


TEENS 


Volunteer at 
the Libro! 


Teens can apply to volunteer 


on the Library’s website, and 
staff will provide a calendar of 
opportunities. For details, visit 
LakeBluffLibrary.org/ 
TeenVolunteer. 


Finals Week Study Sessions 
12/14, 12/16, 12/17, 12/18 

& 12/19 | Ages 14 - 18 

The Library’s Spruth Room will 
be available as a dedicated 
study space during finals week at 
LFHS. While this event is sched- 
uled during finals week at LFHS, 
students from any high school 
are welcome to attend. 


Build Your Own Cardboard 
Gingerbread House 

12/21 at 10:30am R 

Families with children ages 5+ 
Bring the whole family to build a 
cardboard “gingerbread” house 
together. We'll provide the 

craft supplies, and you supply 
the imagination and creativity. 
You’re also welcome to bring 
your own box. 


Tween and Teen Crafts: 
Mindfulness Glitter Jars 

1/23 at 4pm | Ages 9 - 18R 
Create a dazzling sensory jar to 
help soothe your mind in times 
of stress. 


Needle Felting Cats 

2/11 at 4pm | Ages 8+ R 

Learn to needle felt a cute kit- 
ty with Natasha Lehrer Lewis. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Lake Bluff Library. 


All programs are in person at the Library unless otherwise stated. 


Winter Open Howse 
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12/7 from 2pm - 4pm | All Ages 
Join us at the Library for festive fun for all ages! Enjoy asa games, and delicious hot cocoa. 
Whether you want to get creative or simply relax in a cozy atmosphere, there's something for 


1,900 Books Before 
Kindergarten | Ongoing 

Ages 9 - 6 

This program helps build litera- 
cy, creativity, and bonding. Sign 
up at the Youth Services Desk for 
materials, and make reading part 
of your routine today. 


Lego Drop-in 

12/4 & 2/5 from 3 - 5pm 
Ages 6 - 11 

Drop in and play with Legos! 


Grab & Go Crafts 

Fridays, 12/6 - 2/28 

Ages 2 - 12 

While supplies last 

Pop into the library and grab a 
craft to go! Every week a new 
craft will be available. 


Sensory Storytime 

12/14 & 2/8 at 10:30am 

Ages 3+ with an adult R 

Join us for an inclusive and inter- 
active storytime featuring senso- 
ry play, music, and lots of fun! 
In an effort to respect different 
sensory sensitivities, space will 
be limited; however, drop-ins will 
be accommodated if the session 
is not full. 


Build Your Own Cardboard 
Gingerbread House 

12/21 at 10:30am R 

Families with children ages 5+ 
Bring the whole family to build a 
cardboard “gingerbread” house 
together. We’ll provide the 


everyone. Sponsored by the Friends of the Lake Bluff Library. 


R = Registration Required 


craft supplies, and you supply 
the imagination and creativity. 
You’re also welcome to bring 
your own box. 


Chess Club 

1/9 8 2/13 at 5:30pm 

Ages 6-12R 

Whether you are new to chess, or 
seeking to hone your techniques, 
Mark Hamilton will provide chess 
guidance to help you improve 
your game. 


Stuffed Animal Sleepover 
Drop off 1/10 until 5pm 

Pick up 1/11 at 19am 

Ages 3-8R 

Children can drop off one li- 
brary-loving animal for a night of 
fun! The stuffed animals will en- 
joy a movie, treats, crafts, and of 
course, a bedtime story. Be sure 
to follow us on Instagram 
(@lakeblufflibrary) for live up- 
dates during the slumber par- 
ty. Kids can pick up their spe- 
cial friend on Saturday morning 
and see photos of their exciting 
night! 


Baby & Me 

1/14, 1/21, 1/28, 2/4, 2/11 

8 2/18 at 10:30am 

Ages 9 - 2 with an adult 

Join us with your littlest ones for 
this laid-back program. Children 
will listen to a short story, then so- 
cialize, play with age appropriate 
toys, and listen to music. Chat with 
other grown-ups while the kids play. 


V = Virtual 
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Storytime: Together Time 
1/16, 1/23, 1/30, 2/6, 2/13 

& 2/20 at 10:30am 

Ages 2+ with an adult 

Kids and their adults can join us 
for stories, songs, and finger plays. 


K9 Reading Buddies 

1/27 & 2/24 at 4pm 

Ages 6 - 11 R 

Independent readers can sign 
up for a 15-minute session and 
read to a trained therapy dog. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Lake Bluff Library. 


Tween and Teen Crafts: 
Mindfulness Glitter Jars 

1/23 at 4pm | Ages 9 - 18 R 
Create a dazzling sensory jar to 
help soothe your mind in times 
of stress. 


Mad Hatters 

1/25 at 11am | Ages 3 - 9 

Join us for another high-energy, 
interactive storytelling perfor- 
mance by the Mad Hatters! 


Drop-in Messy Crafts 

2/1 at 11am | Ages 2 - 12 

Bring your kid in for some messy 
fun at the library, and we'll handle 
the clean up! Smaller children 
will need the help of an adult. 


Needle Felting Cats 

2/11 at 4pm | Ages 8+R 
Learn to needle felt a cute kitty 
with Natasha Lehrer Lewis. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Lake Bluff Library. 


All programs are in person at the Library unless otherwise stated. 
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their winter reading adventures, and dive i 
earn prizes. Sponsored by the Friends 


What you need to know: ii 


We bring the bog to you 

Like previous reading clubs, we've included a tear out 
reading log in this issue. You can also print out additional 
copies from LakeBluffLibrary.org/ WRC. 


Or track your reading on Beanstack 

If you prefer digital access, your reading and activity badges 
will be tracked through Beanstack at Beanstack.com. 
Beanstack also has an app for easier access on the go. 


Complete up to 25 tickets 
Start with a goal of 5 activity badges. Adults and teens can 
earn a $5 gift card to Hansa Coffee Roasters for completing 
5 activities, as well as raffle tickets for a grand prize; children 
will receive a special prize and raffle tickets. All ages can 

__ continue reading and complete up to a total of 25 activity 
badges to earn additional raffle tickets. 


~ Aee reading counts- -programs do, too! 

tela ) All reading counts: whether it’s a print book, an ebook, an 

m | audiobook, or even reading a book to someone else. You can 
|. also count attendance at Lake Bluff Library programs 

vz N towards your Winter Reading Club goal. 


esos somes ews LOG 
Decembers/e ey anuary si | ALLAG 


Fill out a ticket and return it to the first floor Service Desk or Youth Services Desk 


Name: Name: 
Phone/ Email: Phone/ Email: 
Age (circle one): Adult Teen Child Age (circle one): Adult Teen Child 


Circle one: Circle one: 


| read a book (by myself or with someone else | read a book (by myself or with someone else) de 


d | attended a library program | attended a library program 


Write the name of the book/ program: | Write the name of the book/ program: 


Name: Name: 
Phone/ Email: Phone/ Email: 
Age (circle one): Adult Teen Child Age (circle one): Adult Teen Child 
Circle one: Circle one: 
4 | read a book (by myself or with someone cise gl | read a book (by myself or with someone else) dm 
4 _ lattended a library program vegi | attended a library program 
VW, Write the name of the book/program: 


Pi (| Write the name of the book/program: 


ji 


Name: 
Phone/ Email: 
Age (circle one): Adult Teen Child 


Name: 
Phone/ Email: 
Age (circle one): Adult Teen Child 


| Circle one: _ Circle one: 


| read a book (by myself or with someone else | read a book (by myself or with someone else 
| attended a library program | | | l attended a library program 
Write the name of the book/ program: i | (| Write the name of the book/ program: 


A a 
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CONTACT US 

PHONE: 847-234-2540 

WEBSITE: LakeBluffLibrary.org 
FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM, & YOUTUBE: 
@LakeBluffPubliclibrary 


ADMINISTRATION 
David Seleb, Interim Library Director 
interimdirector@lakeblufflibrary.org 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Bonnie Shaul, President 

Janie Jerch, Vice President 

Bill Hayes, Treasurer 

Alexandra Friedeman, Secretary 
Jenny Graziano 

Sandy Jardine 

Matt Zaute 


UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS 
Board meetings are held in person at the 
Library in the Spruth Room and streamed 
live on Zoom. 


Tuesday, 1/14 at 7:00pm 
Tuesday, 2/ 11 at 7:00pm 


LIBRARY FOUNDATION 
The Foundation is a non-profit organization that 
supports capital improvements at the Library. 


FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
The Friends are a non-profit organization 
that raises funds to support the Library. 


UPCOMING FRIENDS MEETINGS 
Saturday, 1/25 at 11:00am 


STATEMENT ON PROGRAMMING 

All Library programs are free of charge and 
open to everyone. You do not need a Library 
card to attend a program. Library programs 
are presented to offer differing viewpoints, 
and are not intended as endorsement by 
the Library of views expressed by, or actions 
suggested by, individual speakers or groups. 


PHOTO USE POLICY 

The Lake Bluff Public Library reserves the right 
to use photos and/or audio/video record- 
ings taken at the Library or at a Library-spon- 
sored event for publicity purposes. Please see 
our Photo Use policy for more information. 


Non-Profit 
Organization 
STD Mail 
US Postage Paid 
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Lake Bluff Public Library 
123 E. Scranton Ave. 
Lake Bluff, IL 60044 
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